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Friday 4th March 2022
Message from the Headteacher
We have had an amazing week. The children looked fabulous on World Book Day. Even some of
the teachers were unrecognisable! I am looking forward to seeing which books the children buy
with their World Book Day vouchers. It has been a very busy week, with lots of practical learning.
We have also had a visit from the Trustees of DEMAT, who were delighted with your children and
the progress they are making. Orchards is awesome!

COVID19
In line with the changes to the national guidance, adults and children who test positive will
continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for at least 5 full
days and then continue to follow the guidance until they have received 2 negative test results on
consecutive days. Those who test positive should avoid contact with anyone in an at risk group,
including if they live in the same household. It is no longer necessary for people who are
identified as a close contact to isolate or take part in daily testing.
If your child does return a positive LFD test they need to isolate immediately. They no longer
require a confirmatory PCR test.

Rear Car Park – Tinker’s Drove Entrance
Can we please ask that during drop-off and collection times, parents and children use the path to
gain access to the playground. Please do not walk across the rear car park or under the
barrier. Vehicles use this car park throughout the day, and we do not want a child or parent
being injured.

School Lunches
Just a reminder that school lunches have to be paid for before 9:00am on the day that your child
is having lunch. If payment is not received on time, you will receive a text message asking you
to bring a packed lunch into school. If you are unable to provide your child with a lunch, school
will provide milk and fruit only.
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Comic Relief 2022 – 18th March 2022
This year, Red Nose Day will take place on Friday 18th March. The money
raised by Comic Relief is spent to help poor and disadvantaged people in
the UK and the world's poorest communities.
If you would like to make a donation, please click on the link below.

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=6345

Chestnut Class
This week, Chestnut class had a very practical lesson looking at the fabric of space time and
the Big Bang and the force of gravity. The students were engrossed in the practical lesson
and really got to grips with the subject.
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Collection for Ukraine
We are organising a collection for the people of Ukraine. If you are able to donate, we will be
accepting a shoebox or similar size box/bag containing
any of the following items:




Non-perishable food items
Toiletries/Feminine Hygiene products
Nappes/Wipes etc

Any donations can be dropped off at the CDT room on
Monday, Wednesday & Friday of next week at the
beginning or end of the school day. Any donations no matter how small, will be greatly
appreciated.

Year 5
Year 5 have been learning the art of Chinese Calligraphy and painting. They have learnt that special
brushes made from natural materials and also a special ink and paper are used. They have really loved
finding out that around 3000 languages are spoken in China and they have around 50,000 characters to
their alphabet.
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National Careers week – 7th-11th March
We have some exciting things planned for National Careers week this year and we are being supported by
so many fantastic local companies.
As you know, we have been in contact with the College of West Anglia and they have kindly agreed to
hold an Adult Education presentation to our parents on Tuesday 8th March 9-11am. Places are filling up
fast, but there are still some available. Please book through ParentPay if you would like to attend.
During National Careers week, the following companies have kindly agreed to support us. The students
this morning had an assembly discussing next weeks’ activities. They are very excited.
There is still time to book onto our Adult Education presentation on Tuesday from 9-11am. CWA offer
many courses to support adults wanting to get back into education. These could be just to improve your
English or Maths, or perhaps a qualification in order to help find your dream job. Rev. Sue will be there to
support and there will be plenty of tea and biscuits to make the morning run smoothly!
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Thank you for your continued support
Best wishes

Mrs Sarah Cullen,
Headteacher
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